


MIRROR MIRROR ON THE WALL, 
WHO IS THE FAIREST OF THEM ALL?

in cooking and cleaning 
for seven men. (Disney and 
Feminism, 2013)
 
However if we look into 
this story further we 
see that even behind 
the ‘feminist friendly’ 
characteristics of the 
Queen, there is a man 
telling her she is not good 
enough; the Magic Mirror. 
Without this character, 
which in all versions of 
the story is depicted as 
male, would she have been 
so evil? The imagery of the 
smashed Magic Mirror on the 
front cover represents this 
idea being smashed also. 
Smashing the idea of women 
not being good enough, 
being inferior and being 
subjected to the abuse of 
men.

This zine will be looking 
at the well-trodden subject 
of feminism from a male 
perspective; not only mine 
but also a male feminist’s 
and a male antifeminist’s.  
I shall talk about why men 
should speak out, and what 
the statistics of gender 
inequality are around the 
world in order to change 
the attitudes of men 
towards women and to change 
people’s definitions of 
‘masculinity’.

For those of you who aren’t 
familiar, in the story of 
‘Snow White’, we see a 
damsel in distress falling 
victim to the evil Queen. 
By many feminists in film 
theory, the Queen is seen 
as a strong and powerful 
woman, and much preferred 
to the contrasted ditsy 
Princess who takes pleasure 





For too long many feminists 
have excluded men from the 
movement, seeing it as a 
woman only area, “The few 
men who have attempted 
to embrace a feminist 
worldview often have been 
marginalized by women who 
view them with suspicion” 
(Schacht and Ewing, 1998, 
p1). But how can gender 
equality progress if it is 
only 50% of the population 
invited to fight for it? For 
gender equality to really 
happen then everyone needs 
to be involved, not  
just women.(United Nations, 
2014) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A lot of the problem lies 
with the expectations men 
feel they have to live up 
to.  
Not all men are naturally  
aggressive and controlling 
yet are made to feel that 
if they’re not, they are 
less of a man. 
“If a man is not 
aggressive, a woman is not 
abused. If a man is not 
controlling, a woman is 
not controlled”  
(United Nations, 2014). In 
order to fight for feminism 
and gender equality not 
just we as men need to 
change, but the stereotype 
of what defines a man needs 
to change. To explore 
this, I posted a survey 
on a Facebook private 
group to which 15 students 
responded. 

Emma Watson during her United Nations speech  
for the HeForShe Campaign.  

Watch on Youtube, link in bibliography.



When asked how they would 
define masculinity, words such 
as ‘strong’, ‘aggressive’, 
‘dominance’ and ‘attraction 
to women’, were used. These 
are all stereotypes that many 
men feel they need to conform 
to. When they were asked how 
they would define femininity, 
the students used descriptions 
such as ‘shy’, ‘having good 
morals’, ‘sophistication’, and 
‘elegance’.  
It is not feminine to have 
‘good morals’; this strongly 
highlights how important it 
is for us to change these 
definitions and to stop the 
judging of people’s disposition 
against their gender. 

The same students were asked if 
they would stand up to someone 
being racist or homophobic, all 
15 said they would; however 
when asked if they would stand 
up to someone being sexist, 
only ten of them said yes. Is 
sexism really different to 
racism or homophobia? People do 
not choose their gender, just 
as people do not choose their 
race or sexuality.  
The main reason for the high 
level of gender discrimination 
is due to it not being easy in 
male culture for us to stand 
up to one another, therefore 
making it hard to stand up for 
women’s rights. But if we do 
not, we remain silent in the 
face of abuse. “And is silence 
not a form of consent?” (TEDx 
Talks, 2013). 
For many, their sexism is based 
on ignorance. Nevertheless 
there is a demographic of 
people who are educated on 

the statistics of gender 
inequality, yet still have 
an antifeminist view. Many 
antifeminists believe the 
ideologies of feminism have 
had their time and it has now 
become a superfluous issue. 
After conducting an interview 
with student and male feminist, 
Henry King, this argument was 
addressed. King maintains that 
feminism is definitely relevant 
in today’s society: “Women 
still aren’t seen as equals 
in many aspects of life. The 
streets are still a dangerous 
place for women in many areas 
all over the world.” When asked 
about his opinion of the views 
of antifeminists he answered: 
“It saddens me that people feel 
they can discriminate because 
of gender and that a person’s 
gender somehow means they have 
less rights.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“

”

An anonymous source, and 
fellow student, on the other 
hand disagrees completely with 
King and other feminist views. 
After directing an interview 
with him, he revealed “I am 
against feminism. It had sense 
when they wanted the right 
to divorce and to vote, now 
it’s just a clown fair”. One 
with little knowledge of the 
many gender inequalities can 
possibly empathise with this 
view; some of his other views 
however are harder to  
agree with…
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Men are bigger and stronger. 
If they’re pissed off and 
have the urge to hit you 
they’ll do it... And if a 
woman is pissed and feels 
like hitting him, a voice 
will tell her to stop, 
because he’s bigger. If she 
doesn’t listen to that voice, 
the bigger and stronger man 
will easily crush her in 
self-defense. You can protest 
to Mother Nature but I doubt 
she’s gonna give you equal 
bodies any time soon.  

To make it short, feminists 
are bunch of mid-upper 
class, privileged, spoilt, 
usually white girls who have 
never had real problems in 
their life so they look for 
something to bitch about.

Think about the Pakistani 
woman who was killed by her 
own family for choosing the 
man she wanted to marry. Or 
the Indian woman who was 
raped and murdered on a bus, 
by a group of men. Do they 
still need feminism?

Addressing the last quote 
specifically, those women died 
so it is not a case of them 
personally needing feminism.  
It is a case of everyone 
needing feminism so events like 
this never happen again. 



Fortunately in Britain today 
there is little difference 
between the potential of a 
man and the potential of a 
woman. Sure, there is the 
exception, but it shouldn’t 
surprise you that here a woman 
has her independence, and most 
significantly her rights, just 
as a man does. Compare this 
however, to the rest of the 
world and a very different 
picture is built up. 
Repression, discrimination, 
violence, and isolation, all 
bound by ignorance is something 
many of the 3 and a half 
billion female occupants on 
the planet face everyday (The 
Feminist eZine, 2008). Going by 
the two examples used in the 
antifeminist argument of my 
anonymous source, Pakistan  
and India, I shall answer his 
question “Do they still need 
feminism?”  

Pakistani women are subjected 
to daily abuse, those that 
dare to stand up, or even any 
women who would appear to 
have their independence are 
targeted by a wave of religious 
extremism; this applies to 
female politicians, lawyers 
and shockingly human rights 
workers (The Feminist eZine, 
2008). To prevent women gaining 
any kind of independence in 
Pakistan, they’re paid 82% less 
than men (Khan, 2013), meaning 
they cannot survive on what 
they earn; forcing them into 
relying on marriage and a man’s 
drastically larger income. For 
the majority, with this comes 
domestic abuse which 90% of 
women there experience  
(Khan, 2013). 



Whilst this is happening in 
Pakistan, a crime against 
women occurs every 3 minutes 
in India. A woman is raped 
every 29 minutes (Khan, 
2013), and a dowry death, 
where a woman commits suicide 
due to continuous torture and 
harassment by their husband 
or a family member, occurs 
every 77 minutes (Khan, 
2013). 
It is unfair to diminish 
what these women have been 
through by categorizing them 
and turning them into part 
of a percentage, but surely 
with such shocking statistics 
something is being done about 
this? Well actually no, very 
little is being done.
In Pakistan it is left to the 
people to protest themselves, 
as there appears to be few 
doing it for them. Groups 
such as the ‘Pakistani 
Women’s Human Rights 
Organization’ have websites 
set up, but even they show 
little confidence that any 
changes are being made.  
(PWHRO, 2008).
Similarly in India, nothing 
seems to be improving. Before 
being elected as India’s 
Prime Minister, many believed 
Narenra Modi would send back 
women’s rights by generations 
(Wilson, 2014). In Gujarat, 
Modi held the position of 
chief minister for 13 years; 
this is the
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
same state that mysteriously 
has a great deal fewer women 
than men. In Gujarat there 
are only 918 women to every 
1000 men, which is far below 
the national average; leading 
to speculations of high 
levels of female infanticide. 
This is not the only reason 
Modi is doubted though; 
“School enrolment of girls 
is lower and malnutrition 
among children higher than 
nationwide.” (Wilson 2014), 
referring again to Gujarat. 
Today we can see that the 
speculations about Modi as 
prime minister may well 
have been true, as seven 
months after his election, 
still women in India see no 
improvements in their daily 
lives (Kumar, 2014).
Feminism is what’s fighting 
against all of this abuse,  
so is it still  

‘a clown fair’? 
 
 



The worldwide crimes against 
women are not limited to 
these worrying statistics, 
however they highlight our 
own ignorance into what is 
happening and how we are 
doing nothing to stop it. 
After reading this I hope you 
have been given an incentive 
to challenge sexist views, 
and even question what it 
means to be ‘masculine’. 
If masculinity means being 
aggressive and controlling 
over others, resulting in all 
of the abuse I have talked 
about, it is not something we 
should be part of. 
Help change the definition of 
masculinity and help fight for 
women’s rights.
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JAMES LAND  
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“In the end, 
 we will remember  

not the words  
of our enemies,  
but the silence  
of our friends”


